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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR MARR TS SU LY 

SUBJECT: TUNISIANS RESIST MORE SOVIET SHIP VISITS 

REF: TUNIS 2044 

1 . DURING TALK MARCH 25 WITH TUNISIAN DEFENSE MINISTER 
ABDALLAH FARHAT AND SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENSE 
AHMED BENNOUR (AFTER REFTEL WAS SENT) I ASKED WHAT THEY 
HAD TO SAY REGARDING MARCH 18 -24 VISIT BY ADMIRAL SERGEI 
GORSHKOV. FARHAT SAID, FIRST, HE FAILED TO UNDERSTAND HOW 
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BUSY MAN LIKE GORSHKOV COULD "AFFORD TO SPEND SO MUCH 
TIME VISITING A LITTLE COUNTRY LIKE TUNISIA WHEN HE 
REALLY HAD ONLY ONE THING IN MIND: MORE PORT VISITS BY 
SOVIET MEDITERRANEAN FLEET". 

2. 1 ASKED FARHAT IF MORE FREQUENT VISITS HAD BEEN 
CONCEDED. HE REPLIED IN NEGATIVE. GOT RESPONSE TO 
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GORSHKOV'S EXPECTED PITCH HAD BEEN CAREFULLY AGREED UPON IN 
ADVANCE. HE WAS TOLD THAT THERE HAD BEEN TWELVE SOVIET 
PORT VISITS SINCE AGREEMENT WAS REACHED IN 1974 TO RECEIVE 
THEM, AND AVERAGE OF ABOUT SIX PER YEAR. GOT FELT THAT 
WAS ABOUT THE RIGHT FREQUENCY AND WISHED TO LEAVE IT AT 
THAT NUMBER, GORSHKOV WAS TOLD. FARHAT ADDED ALSO THAT 
HE TOLD GORSHKOV HE FELT INDIVIDUAL SOVIET SHIP VISITS 
TENDED TO BE SOMEWHAT TOO LONG, USUALLY ABOUT TEN DAYS, 
WHEREAS AMERICANS AVERAGED ONLY FOUR OR FIVE, WHICH WAS 
ABOUT RIGHT, IN LIGHT OF INCREASING COMMERCIAL CONGESTION 
IN TUNISIAN PORTS. 

3. FARHAT SAID SOVIET DESPERATION OVER LIMITED MEDITERRANEAN 
PORT VISIT FACILITIES CAME THROUGH LOUD AND CLEAR BECAUSE 
GORSHKOV SPOKE OF IT ON EVERY OFFICIAL OCCASION. GOT, 

MINISTER DAIS, SAW NO REASON TO PROVIDE GREATER HOSPITALITY 
THAN IT OFFERS NOW. 

MULCAHY 
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